Anaesthesiologist's Manual of Surgical Procedures.
Fourth Edition. Eds R. A. Jaffe, S. I. Samuels; Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Suite 303, 55 Mountain Street, Broadway, NSW 2007; $262.90; 215×280 mm; pp. 1526; ISBN 978-0-781-76670-8 . For several years I watched a senior surgeon (now retired) lightly grill medical students and junior doctors over an open hernia or gallbladder. I anticipated the answers with interest as I often didn't know them either, having long forgotten the relations of the lesser sac. There are obvious advantages to knowing the operative technique as well as the surgeon, and anaesthetists working in certain parts of the country or doing locums may well be exposed to a succession of different surgeons and different procedures over the course of a year. To them and to registrars preparing for a new module or the fellowship exam it is easy to recommend this book. It covers a comprehensive array of surgical and noninterventional procedures. For each procedure there is a section on surgical considerations (including mortality and morbidity) and one on anaesthetic considerations (pre-, intra-and postoperative). The format is remarkably consistent across all the chapters, reflecting good editorial control. Perhaps this is partly because almost all the authors are from Stanford.
All the observations made by Professor Barry Baker in his reviews of the two previous editions in this journal hold true for this edition. His criticism of the requirement to consult Appendix H to determine abbreviations and acronyms has been obviated. Appendix H is now entitled perioperative acupuncture and there is no appendix of abbreviations to refer to at all! The book now extends to well over 1500 pages, reflecting the addition of new surgical techniques. One welcome addition is the online access version that comes free with the book. This means that the tome can sit in the library and the same information can be accessed "on demand" from any device with internet access and a web browser.
Overall this book remains unique in the field of anaesthesia -a remarkable collaboration of surgeons and anaesthetists. For a concise description of a surgical procedure, typical patient and major anaesthetic considerations, I can think of no other book to equal it. That said, I do not know how much it will be used. In the foreword, Professor Ronald Pearl claims that it is the textbook he has used most extensively in his practice. For my part, I am glad to give it space on the shelf in our department, but only time will tell if it gets taken off there regularly. I will check it for dust in a year.
M. reeves Burnie, Tasmania
Evidence-Based Practice of Anesthesiology. Second Edition. L. A. Fleisher; Saunders Elsevier, Tower 1, 475 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, NSW 2067; $181.50; 215×275 mm; pp. 516; ISBN 978-1-4160-5996-7. The second edition of this book aims to present an evidence-based approach to anaesthetic practice. The titles for the 73 chapters are in the form of questions -"How? When? Should?" The various sections address large areas of anaesthetic practice -e.g. regional, cardiovascular anesthesia, monitoring and preoperative evaluation. So there will be something in the book for most anaesthetists, at all levels of training or experience, and across the range of subspecialties.
For the trainee coming into exams, there are extensive answers to the question -why do you do it that way? Evidence is a much better answer than 'because that's the way we always do it!' For the experienced practitioner, it may suggest areas in which 'the way we always do it' is no longer supported by the evidence.
The chapters address various potential answers to the question posed by the title, analyse the available evidence and then provide the author's recommendations. In addition, areas of ongoing uncertainty are outlined and there is an extensive reference list. In addition, there is password-protected access to an electronic version, with hyperlinks to PubMed for referenced articles.
Rather than being a comprehensive textbook, the focus is more on areas of controversy or uncertainty. It will be a useful addition to the reading of Part 2 exam candidates and will be often referred to in department libraries.
J . This is a recent edition of this useful series of books. The role and scope of anaesthetists has been expanding for some time. The advent of day-stay units has led to changes in our practice. More invasive and extensive procedures are now being done in a plethora of locations. The radiology suite is a common place for us to find ourselves dealing with quite complicated procedures on complicated patients in often difficult
